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UNI TED STATES ANNOUNCES EXTRADI TI ON OF
CHI NESE ECSTASY KINGPI N FROM CANADA TO NEW YORK

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the Southern
District of New York, PASQUALE D AMJRO, the Assistant Director in
Charge of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBl”) in New
Yor k, ANTHONY PLACI DO, the Special Agent in Charge of the United
States Drug Enforcenent Adm nistration (“DEA”) in New York, and
RAYMOND KELLY, Conmm ssioner of the New York City Police
Department (“NYPD'), announced today the extradition of ZE WA
WONG, the | eader of a Chinese and Vi et namese Ecstasy-trafficking
ring that manufactured nmore than $25 million worth of Ecstasy
pills in Canada and t hen smuggl ed the drugs across the border to
di stribution cells throughout the United States for resale. The
successful extradition announced today was the result of close
cooperati on between Anerican and Canadi an | aw enf or cenent
authorities.

According to indictnments previously unseal ed in Manhattan
federal court, ZE WAI WONG s Ecstasy-trafficking operations

spanned North Anmerica from cl andesti ne manufacturing | aboratories



in Toronto, Ontario, to distribution cells in New York, Texas,
California, lowa, Georgia, Tennessee, and Loui siana, and
ultimately to streets and ni ght clubs throughout the United
States where the drugs were resold to users. Once the Ecstasy
was distributed in the United States, WONG arranged for other
menbers of his crimnal organization to collect and | aunder
mllions of dollars of narcotics proceeds back to Canada, it was
char ged.

The indictnents previously charged that ZE WAI WONG s
crimnal organization used violence and the threat of violence to
further its narcotics-trafficking and noney-| aundering crines.

In the event that customers owed Ecstasy-related debts to WONG s
organi zation, the indictnments charged that nenbers of the

organi zation threatened the custonmers with violence and, in sone
i nstances, carried out violence against them

| f convicted, ZE WAI WONG faces a maxi num sentence of 20
years’ inprisonnent on the narcotics-trafficking charges. WONG
faces an additional maxi mum sentence of 20 years’ inprisonnment on
t he noney- | aunderi ng charges.

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the FBI, the
DEA, the NYPD, and Canadi an authorities.

Assi stant United States Attorneys BOYD M JOHNSON |11 and
DAVI D BERARDI NELLI are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the indictnents are nerely



accusations and the defendant is presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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